THE NEW MAOHIAVKLU

Great Growth had begun in earnest. The agricultural
placidities that had formerly come to I he wry borders
of the High Street were broken up north, west, and
south, by new roads. This enterprising person and
then that began to "run up'' houses, irrespective of
every other enterprising person who was doing the
same thing. A Local Board came into existence, and
with mucli hesitation and penny-wise economy in-
augurated drainage works. Rates became a common
topic, a fact of accumulating importance. Several
chapels of zinc and iron appeared, and also a while
new church in commercial (lothie upon the common,
and another of red brick in the resident i.-il district, out
beyond the brickfields towards Chessingtotu

The population doubled again and doubled again,
and became particularly teeming in the prolific
"working-class" district about I be deep- ml led,
muddy, coal-blackened roads between the gasworks,
Blodgett's laundries, and the railway goods-yard.
Weekly properties, that is to say small houses built
by small property owners and let by the week, sprang
up also in the Cage Fields, and presently extended
right up the London Road. A single nation;d school
in an inconvenient situation set, itself inadequately to
collect subscriptions arid teach the swarming, .sniffing,
grimy offspring of this dingy new population to read.
The villages of Beckington, which used to be three
miles to the west, and Bkmely four miles to the east
of Bromstead, were experiencing similar distensions
and proliferations, and grew out to meet us. All effect
of locality or community had gone from these places
long before I was born; hardly any one knew any one;
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